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I hope it will unite Republicans and Demo-
crats. Even more difficult, perhaps, I hope
it will unite Westerners and Easterners—
[laughter]—people who live in the North and
the South, people who make a living from
the land and those who feel more alive when
they’re on it.

Senator Burns, I’m glad to see you here
today in support of this. We are making some
progress. After years of squabbles, this year
by a huge bipartisan majority, the Congress
for the first time set aside a committed, dedi-
cated stream of funding, year-in and year-
out, to preserve the natural legacy of Amer-
ica, from vast open spaces to small urban
green spaces. It is a very hopeful beginning
and perhaps the most important congres-
sional conservation move in many decades.

So I hope, as I leave, that we will be able
to continue to build on this and return to
the point where the environment is not a
point of either partisan or geographic explo-
sion, but a point of shared values and shared
vision.

For 8 years I have done my best to prepare
America for the 21st century. I have been,
critics and supporters alike have acknowl-
edged, virtually obsessed with all things mod-
ern, with trying to make sure America was
at the center of all new trading networks, try-
ing to modernize our economic and social
policies, trying to alter the framework of
global financial institutions so that everyone
had a chance to participate in the best of
what the future holds, trying to make sure
that we stayed on the cutting edge in all areas
of science and technology. This has occupied
much of my time and attention.

But I grew up in a national park, and I
have never forgotten that progress uprooted
from harmony with nature is a fool’s errand.
The more perfect Union of our Founders’
dreams will always include the Earth that
sustains us in body and spirit. Today we have
honored three who made it so. Thank you
very much.

Now I would like to ask Stephen Ambrose
to come to the podium. But as I do, I would
like to thank him for many things: for teach-
ing America about World War II; for, most
recently, making sure we know how the rail-
road was built across the country; and for
all the works in between. But I rather sus-

pect, having heard him talk about it, that
nothing has quite captured his personal pas-
sion and the story of his family life like the
odyssey of Lewis and Clark and the beauties
that they found—that he and his family later
discovered for themselves.

Steve.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:15 a.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to historian and author Stephen E.
Ambrose; Ken Burns and Dayton Duncan, who
wrote and produced the documentary ‘‘Lewis and
Clark: The Journey of the Corps of Discovery’’;
and Amy Mossett and James J. Holmberg, board
members, National Lewis and Clark Bicentennial
Council.

Proclamation 7392—Boundary
Enlargement and Modifications
of the Buck Island Reef National
Monument
January 17, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Buck Island Reef National Monument was

established on December 28, 1961 (Presi-
dential Proclamation 3443), just north of St.
Croix in the U.S. Virgin Islands, for the pur-
pose of protecting Buck Island and its adjoin-
ing shoals, rocks, and undersea coral reef for-
mations. Considered one of the finest marine
gardens in the Caribbean Sea, the unique
natural area and the rare marine life which
are dependent upon it are subject to the con-
stant threat of commercial exploitation and
destruction. The monument’s vulnerable flo-
ral and faunal communities live in a fragile,
interdependent relationship and include
habitats essential for sustaining the tropical
marine ecosystem: coral reefs, sea grass beds,
octocoral hardbottom, sand communities,
algal plains, shelf edge, and oceanic habitats.
The boundary enlargement effected by this
proclamation brings into the monument ad-
ditional objects of scientific and historic in-
terest, and provides necessary further protec-
tion for the resources of the existing monu-
ment.
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The expansion area includes additional
coral reefs (patch, pur and groove, and deep
and wall), unusual ‘‘haystacks’’ of elkhorn
coral, barrier reefs, sea grass beds, and sand
communities, as well as algal plains, shelf
edge, and other supporting habitats not in-
cluded within the initial boundary. Oceanic
currents carry planktonic larvae of coral reef
associated animals to the shallow nearshore
coral reef and sea grass habitats, where they
transform into their juvenile stage. As they
mature over months or years, they move off-
shore and take up residence in the deeper
coral reefs, octocoral hardbottom, and algal
plains. Between the monument’s nearshore
habitats and its shelf edge spawning sites are
habitats that play essential roles during spe-
cific developmental stages of many reef-asso-
ciated species, including spawning migra-
tions of many reef fish species and crusta-
ceans. Several threatened and endangered
species forage, breed, nest, rest, or calve in
the waters included in the enlarged monu-
ment, including humpback whales, pilot
whales, four species of dolphins, brown peli-
cans, least terns, and the hawksbill,
leatherback, and green sea turtles. Countless
species of reef fishes, invertebrates, plants,
and over 12 species of sea birds utilize this
area.

The ecologically important shelf edge is
the spawning site for many reef species, such
as most groupers and snappers, and the spiny
lobster. Plummeting to abyssal depths, this
habitat of vertical walls, honeycombed with
holes and caves, is home to deepwater spe-
cies and a refuge for other species.

The expansion area also contains signifi-
cant cultural and historical objects. In March
1797, the slave ship Mary, captained by
James Hunter of Liverpool, sank in this area,
and its cargo of 240 slaves was saved and
brought to Christiansted. In March 1803, the
General Abercrombie, captained by James
Booth of Liverpool, also wrecked in this area,
and its cargo of 339 slaves was brought to
Christiansted. Slave shipwrecks in U.S. wa-
ters are rare. The monument contains rem-
nants of these wrecks. Other wrecks may also
exist in the monument.

Section 2 of the Act of June 8, 1906 (34
Stat. 225, 16 U.S.C. 431), authorizes the
President, in his discretion, to declare by

public proclamation historic landmarks, his-
toric and prehistoric structures, and other
objects of historic or scientific interest that
are situated upon the lands owned or con-
trolled by the Government of the United
States to be national monuments, and to re-
serve as a part thereof parcels of land, the
limits of which in all cases shall be confined
to the smallest area compatible with the
proper care and management of the objects
to be protected.

Whereas it appears that it would be in
the public interest to reserve such lands as
an addition to the Buck Island Reef National
Monument:

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by the authority vested in me by section 2
of the Act of June 8, 1906 (34 Stat. 225, 16
U.S.C. 431), do proclaim that there are here-
by set apart and reserved as an addition to
the Buck Island Reef National Monument,
for the purpose of care, management, and
protection of the objects of historic and sci-
entific interest situated on lands within the
said monument, all lands and interests in
lands owned or controlled by the United
States within the boundaries of the area de-
scribed on the map entitled ‘‘Buck Island
Reef National Monument Boundary En-
largement’’ attached to and forming a part
of this proclamation. The Federal land and
interests in land reserved consist of approxi-
mately 18,135 marine acres, which is the
smallest area compatible with the proper
care and management of the objects to be
protected.

All Federal lands and interests in lands
within the boundaries of this monument are
hereby appropriated and withdrawn from all
forms of entry, location, selection, sale, or
leasing or other disposition under the public
land laws, including but not limited to with-
drawal from location, entry, and patent under
the mining laws, and from disposition under
all laws relating to mineral and geothermal
leasing, other than by exchange that furthers
the protective purposes of the monument.

For the purpose of protecting the objects
identified above, the Secretary shall prohibit
all boat anchoring, provided that the Sec-
retary may permit exceptions for emergency
or authorized administrative purposes, and
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may issue permits for anchoring in deep sand
bottom areas, to the extent that it is con-
sistent with the protection of the objects.

For the purposes of protecting the objects
identified above, the Secretary shall prohibit
all extractive uses. This prohibition super-
sedes the limited authorization for extractive
uses included in Proclamation 3443 of De-
cember 28, 1961.

Lands and interests in lands within the
monument not owned or controlled by the
United States shall be reserved as a part of
the monument upon acquisition of title or
control thereto by the United States.

The Secretary of the Interior shall manage
the monument through the National Park
Service, pursuant to applicable legal authori-
ties, to implement the purposes of this proc-
lamation. The National Park Service will
manage the monument in a manner con-
sistent with international law.

The Secretary of the Interior shall prepare
a management plan, including the manage-
ment of vessels in the monument, within 2
years that will address any further specific
actions necessary to protect the objects iden-
tified above.

The enlargement of this monument is sub-
ject to valid existing rights.

Nothing in this proclamation shall be
deemed to revoke any existing withdrawal,
reservation, or appropriation; however, the
national monument shall be the dominant
reservation.

Warning is hereby given to all unauthor-
ized persons not to appropriate, injure, de-
stroy, or remove any feature of this monu-
ment and not to locate or settle upon any
of the lands thereof.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventeenth day of January, in
the year of our Lord two thousand one, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., January 19, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on January 22.

Proclamation 7393—Establishment
of the Carrizo Plain National
Monument
January 17, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Full of natural splendor and rich in human

history, the majestic grasslands and stark
ridges in the Carrizo Plain National Monu-
ment contain exceptional objects of scientific
and historic interest. Since the mid-1800s,
large portions of the grasslands that once
spanned the entire four hundred mile ex-
panse of California’s nearby San Joaquin Val-
ley and other valleys in the vicinity have been
eliminated by extensive land conversion to
agricultural, industrial, and urban land uses.
The Carrizo Plain National Monument,
which is dramatically bisected by the San
Andreas Fault zone, is the largest undevel-
oped remnant of this ecosystem, providing
crucial habitat for the long-term conservation
of the many endemic plant and animal spe-
cies that still inhabit the area.

The monument offers a refuge for endan-
gered, threatened, and rare animal species
such as the San Joaquin kit fox, the California
condor, the blunt-nosed leopard lizard, the
giant kangaroo rat, the San Joaquin antelope
squirrel, the longhorn fairy shrimp, and the
vernal pool fairy shrimp. It supports impor-
tant populations of pronghorn antelope and
tule elk. The area is also home to many rare
and sensitive plant species, including the
California jewelflower, the Hoover’s woolly-
star, the San-Joaquin woolly-threads, the
pale-yellow layia, the forked fiddleneck, the
Carrizo peppergrass, the Lost Hills saltbush,
the Temblor buckwheat, the recurved lark-
spur, and the Munz’s tidy-tips. Despite past
human use, the size, isolation, and relatively
undeveloped nature of the area make it ideal
for long-term conservation of the dwindling
flora and fauna characteristic of the San Joa-
quin Valley region.

The Carrizo Plain National Monument
also encompasses Soda Lake, the largest re-
maining natural alkali wetland in southern
California and the only closed basin within
the coastal mountains. As its name suggests,


